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GROWING IN GRACE 

“ WOKE? ”  

 

       “WOKE”….. It’s the newest buzzword of our times, although there is a historical precedent 

found in the “Wide Awake Movement” of the 1860’s.  In 2021, you see it printed and pasted 

everywhere.  You hear it discussed and debated constantly.  And you find it deeply embedded in the 

social and cultural currents of the present day. 

      In the old days – before 2021 – “woke” was what happened when a summer thunderstorm or the 

neighbor’s dog barking commenced at 3:00 A.M.:  “You got woke up.”  The English teacher taught 

that “woke” was the past tense intransitive verb of the infinite “to wake.”  It’s possible to have 

missed that lesson for sleeping through class.  Staying awake is hard when you got “woke up” the 

night before.  But again, for the record, “woke” has an updated meaning. 

     “Woke” has been commandeered by some partisan provocateurs to describe those who have 

embraced and committed to “politically correct” views of social justice.  Insofar as “woke,” or more 

correctly put, “awakened,” has a long history of use as a metaphor for enlightened, the partisan use 

is neither startling nor novel.  The difference is that the updated version of “woke” is being used as a 

descriptor only for those who give ascent to the secular-progressive worldview.  The great irony is 

that such use, which claims to promote inclusion, ends up functioning in terms that are utterly 

exclusionary.  And the greatest exclusion is of those who hold a Christian worldview.  They are 

labeled as phobic or racist miscreants.  That could not be further from the truth!     

     The truth is that Christians are the most “woke” people in the world, especially regarding social 

justice.  Christians own social justice; they are the ‘original’ social workers.  Christian views of 

social justice are not politically-correct; they are, rather, Biblically-correct.  That is precisely why 

Paul says that Christians “do not sleep as others do but are alert and sober” (I Thess. 5:6).  In other 

words, they are “woke” in the way that matters most – that is to the urgent necessity of a saving 

relationship with Jesus Christ.   

     As we continue GROWING IN GRACE together, let us live in righteous defiance of a world that 

is determined to exclude Christians from the rank and file of “the WOKE.”  But let us also live with 

loving regard for souls who need to be “woke” now before they wake up too late.  So to those who 

believe they are “woke,” yet remain obliviously asleep apart from Jesus, the pleading call goes 

forth: “Awake sleeper!  Arise from the dead; Christ will shine on you”  (Eph. 5:14). 

 

                 In Wokeness 

           (the Christian version), 

                         Ed 
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