
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE 
 

 Our current Christian Education needs are being met thanks to the leadership of Thad Noto.  Thad chairs 

the Christian Education Committee and teaches the Adult Sunday School Class.  We are praying that in the course 

of 2021 those needs will increase as our program continues to grow. 

 Current indicators of growth include increased participation in Adult Sunday School as well as the “Grace 

Cadet” program for children.  Grace Cadets meet on Sundays and Wednesdays at 6 p.m. under the leadership of 

Elizabeth Winegar, Children’s Director.  Elizabeth also conducts Children’s Church on Sunday mornings.  “Root 

2:7 Youth Group” meets on Sun. & Wed. at 6 p.m. under the leadership of Josh Lawson, Youth Minister.   

 For additional information about the GCC Education Program, you may contact the following: 

• Thad Noto [CE Chair] - thadnoto@yahoo.com 

• Elizabeth Winegar [Children’s Dir.] - education@gracechristiankingsport.com  

• Josh Lawson [Youth Minister] - joshaprillawson3@icloud.com  

MISSIONS UPDATE 
 

• Praise the Lord that the GCC missions program has been supplied with the resources in 2021 to support 13 

missions.  Monthly support is extended to 5 missions and rotating support to 8.  Our goal is to increase the 

number of monthly-supported missions and, if possible, the amounts as well. 

• Thanks to an outpouring of support, the “Bars of Soap Collection” for the Sullivan County Jail Ministry, the 

“Clorox / Lysol Wipes Collection” for Andrew Johnson School, and the “Hospitality Cart Snack Collection” 

for Ballad—HV are continuing to be an effective means of Christian outreach.  The soap is currently being 

transported to the American Way Campus by Jeff Arrington.  He reports our count is approaching 800.  The 

soap will be delivered to Chaplain Kent Pugh in December for inclusion in “Christmas Gift Bags”.  The wipes 

are being delivered monthly to Johnson School by Robert Thompson.  And the snacks are being delivered 

monthly to the hospital by Patty Turner and Kay Cook. 

• On Sunday, April 25th, GCC was once again blessed to host our Hope Haven friends for lunch.  Kay Cook, 

Patty Turner, and Rose Lane prepared and served the meal.  Bobby Cook provided the transportation. 

• The generosity of Bobby & Kay Cook and Patty Turner enabled donation and transportation of a clothes dryer 

to Hope Haven Mission on Friday, April 23rd. 

• This month’s bulletin board “feature mission” is Hope Haven.  Jennifer Starnes keeps our missions board lo-

cated in the fellowship hall creative and up-to-date. 
 

*MISSIONS QUOTE: “Missions is the natural response to believing the Gospel”. 

[by Cale Etter—in “Cale Etter: Reclaiming the Faith After Atheism”; from bethanygu.edu; 2015] 

“The Word of God kept on spreading and the number of the disciples continued to increase” (Acts 6:7); 

“But the Word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied” (Acts 12:24); and, 

“So the Word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing” (Acts 19:20)). 
  

 As we continue GROWING IN GRACE, let us not lose heart about so much news that is ‘heavy on the 
downbeat.’  In truth, good news abounds.  From a church in Hendersonville, TN, to the distant reaches of China 
and the Middle East, Christianity is growing.  This fallen world order doesn’t want the masses to know that kind of 
news.  But the Word is already out.  It can’t be successfully censored, shutdown, or eliminated.  Its broadcast has 
God’s providential power and protection.  As John revealed in Revelation 14:6:  “I saw an angel flying in mid-
heaven having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, to every nation, tribe, tongue, and peo-
ple.”  It’s the good news about ‘The Good News.’   

 So as we watch the morning updates and newsbreaks, with coffee cup in hand, let us be sure to remember 
the headline that never changes –  “JESUS IS LORD!”  It will make your day. 

            Isaiah 40:8, 

              Ed  



  

CADETS’ CORNER 
 

Sundays:   Sunday School at 10 a.m.   

       Children’s Church at 11 a.m. 

                  Children’s Class at 6 p.m. 

Wednesdays:  Children’s Class at 6 p.m. 
  

 Our theme for the month is “Forgiveness” 

with lessons, art projects, and videos pertaining to 

the theme.  Be watching for info on our “Playing in 

the SonLight” kids’ event this summer!  

 

 

ELDERS AND DEACONS... 

Elders’ Meeting  

May 11th 

Tuesday—6:00 p.m. 

Board Meeting  

May 11th 

   Tuesday—6:30 p.m. 

[Both Meetings at the American Way Campus] 

LADIES CIRCLES... 

 

ROOT 2:7 YOUTH 
 

Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. 

Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
 

Upcoming Activities: 
 

• Cleaning the Youth House and Meal (TBA) 

• Graduate Recognition & Pizza / Salad Lunch (May 

16) 

• Preparing / Serving Hope Haven Lunch (May 30th)  

Honoring all ladies of the church…. 

MOTHERS DAY 

May 9th 

Sunday—11 a.m. 

___________________________________________________________ 

Sermon— “Wanna’ Be A Phoebe?” 

(Rom. 16:1-2) 

Adelphai Circle 

May 13th 

Thursday—6:00 p.m. 

Dorcas Circle 

May 11th 

Tuesday— 10:30 a.m. 

[All ladies are invited!] 

Honoring our national heroes… 

MEMORIAL DAY 
 

May 30th—observed 

Sunday—11 a.m. 

________________________________________________________ 

Sermon— “David’s ‘Song of the Bow’: A Memorial Precedent” 

(II Samuel 1:17-27) 



graceFULLY-noted 
 

• Thanks to the many GCCers who participated in the Maundy Thursday Service on April 1st.  It was truly a ‘holy 

ground’ worship experience.  The quiet sacred tone, combined with Scripture readings, devotions, prayers, cross-

drapings, unison Communion, and special duet vocal / instrumental music by JOSH and CHRISTA WENGER 

created a ‘Passion Week pause’ that was spiritually-compelling and faith-enriching at the deepest level.  Also, 

much appreciation to SERENA CANTLEY for filling in at the piano. 

• Thanks to the ADELPHAI CIRCLE for sponsoring, preparing, and serving a wonderful ‘Easter Biscuit Breakfast’ 

on Sunday, April 4th.  The food was delicious and the fellowship delightful. 

• Thanks to the worship leaders for congregational responses throughout April.  Readings were led by GARY BEV-

ERLY (Apr. 4), JAMIE ABERNATHY (Apr. 11), ELIZABETH WINEGAR (Apr. 18), and MAKAYLAH GAR-

NER (Apr. 25).  We so much appreciate the worship leaders each month who help us “set our mind on things 

above” (Col. 3:2). 

• Thanks to the GCC PRAISE TEAM who prepare and share their ministry of music for morning worship every 

week.  Under the leadership of VICKI CLEVINGER, JULIE DAVENPORT, PATTY TURNER, and KAY 

COOK, the Praise Team always captures the theme and mood we need each Lord’s Day.  April selections includ-

ed “Christ Is Risen” w/ congregational vocal acc. (Apr. 4), “When He Was On the Cross, I Was on His 

Mind” (Apr. 11), “Just As I Am” (Apr. 18), and “Love Is the Greatest of These” (Apr. 25). 

• Thanks to RUTH ADKINS for her “faith and commitment” inspiration shared on Sunday, April 11th. 

• Thanks to ROSE LANE, KAY COOK, and PATTY TURNER for preparing and serving lunch to the Hope Haven 

residents on Sunday, April 25th.  Their gesture of Christian hospitality is so much appreciated.  In addition, thanks 

to BOBBY COOK for graciously providing transportation to and from the meal. 

• Thanks to ADELPHAI CIRCLE for refreshing and adding items to our church first-aid kits.  We hope we don’t 

ever need them, but it’s nice to know that we’re prepared if and when minor boo-boos occur. 

• Thanks to WAYNE  & LISA DARNELL and TONY & KAYE TIPTON for their servants heart to keep all the 

church grounds at both campuses mowed and manicured. 

• Thanks to BOBBY & KAY COOK and PATTY TURNER for generously donating a clothes dryer to Hope Haven 

Mission. 

• Thanks to MAKAYLAH GARNER for filling in with the children’s ministry on April 25th. 

• Thanks to JENNIFER STARNES for keeping the missions bulletin board updated for creative displays of ‘feature 

missions’.  We appreciate her work to help us remain mindful and prayerful about the various missions we sup-

port. 

• Thanks to BRYLEE CORDELL for generously giving her time to assist Elizabeth Winegar with the Wednesday 

evening ‘Grace Cadet’ program for children. 

• Thanks to KITTY BEVERLY, VICKI CLEVINGER, THAD NOTO, & JOSH LAWSON for attending to all the 

tech needs of the church.  Kitty prepares and projects the Sunday morning PowerPoint content; Vicki records the 

auto-visual for social media; Thad serves as webmaster; and Josh provides audio-tech support.  We so much ap-

preciate these who work weekly to keep GCC teched up, tuned in, & transmitted out. 

• Thanks to a host of SERVING HEARTS who are giving time, contributing service, and donating resources to get 

everything done for an efficient and effective church.  May God bless each and everyone for caring & sharing.  

GEMS OF WISDOM FROM OUR FOREBEARS 
 

 “Beloved friends, have you ever thought how dearly we are Christ’s by His redemption of us? ‘Ye are not 

your own; ye are bought with a price’…  He has paid the purchase price for us and we are His.  We will not run back 

from this glad confession.  Well may He call us ‘His own’ when it cost Him so much to redeem us. 

 But we have become ‘His own’ by His conquest of us.  He called His disciples by His grace; He drew each 

one of them by His love; and they ran after Him.  It is just so with you and me”. 
 

[by Charles H. Spurgeon, 1834-1892; from Sermon No. 2377                                                                        

preached at Metropolitan Tabernacle in London,     England on July 5, 1888] 


