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GROWING IN GRACE 

“TEARFUL REALITY; PRAYERFUL RESPONSE”  

 

       September 11, 2001…..As with the bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, so too 9/11 

is “a day that will live in infamy.”  President Franklin D. Roosevelt labeled the former as such.  The 

latter follows suit.  Almost everyone who is older than twenty-four or twenty-five remembers where 

he/she was on that day.  It was one of those history-altering events.   

      So twenty years have come and gone since Islamic terrorists commandeered four commercial 

aircraft and turned them into ballistic missiles, targeting the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and 

it is believed, either the White House or the U.S. Capitol Building.  Passengers on the fourth jet 

overpowered the terrorists and the plane crashed in Shanksville, PA.  A total of 2,966 people were 

killed along with several hundred first responders who died in heroic rescue operations.  Over 

10,000 were seriously injured.  The emotional pain and suffering of untold numbers, then and now, 

are incalculable.   

     It ushered in the so-called ‘war on terror’ and it was the beginning of our surveillance society.  

Life on a global scale has never been quite the same.  And as of this writing it appears that Islamic 

terrorists have reconstituted themselves in the country of Afghanistan more powerfully than ever. A 

great humanitarian disaster has been unleashed.  Afghanistan is now a nation of hostages; moreover, 

American troops, American citizens, and Afghan citizens, especially Christians, have already been 

killed.  So as this 20th anniversary of Patriot Day approaches on September 11, 2021, it is one of the 

ugliest, most gut-wrenching ironies in American history that terrorists in Afghanistan are fully back 

to where they started in 2001.  It is a tearful reality.  And tearful realities beg for prayerful 

responses.   

     Prayer response is precisely what International Christian Concern reported is happening right 

now among Afghan Christians.  A CBN posting of August 16th noted “church leaders (in 

Afghanistan) are dealing with crisis through prayer.”  Also on August 16th, from another venue of 

crisis due to an almost simultaneous earthquake and hurricane, Haitian Christians pleaded with the 

world for prayer (USA Today).  In addition, Gulf Coast residents are in dire straights following 

Hurricane Ida.  Prayers are desperately needed for families of the dead and missing.  

      Too often prayer is counted as the least people can do when, in reality, it is the most and best 

they can do.  Moreover, sometimes it is all they can do.  Tragically, some in our culture resent 

Christians calling for prayer in times of crisis, dismissing or rejecting it as a viable remedy for the 

world’s ills.  To be sure, prayer flowed freely and frequently in the days, weeks, and months 
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