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GROWING IN GRACE 

“Harvest Home”  

 

       “Harvest Home”….. It is a concept deeply ingrained in the annals of American history.  Indeed 

it is vintage ‘Americana.’  Ever since the Plymouth Colony was planted in the early 17th century, the 

time of ingathering the crops in October – November has been celebrated through festival, feasting, 

and faith.     

      As fall 2020 arrives at GCC, “harvest home” is especially meaningful.  Our ingathering bears 

witness of God’s divine providence to merge, mold, and make us into one church.  As you recall on 

October 27, 2019, Oakwood Forest Christian Church and Grace Covenant Church voted to join 

together as one congregation.  After only five months COVID-19 exploded on the scene, 

dramatically altering social dynamics.  Churches were not spared.  “Social distancing” became a 

new ‘buzzword’ and lifestyle.  Even so, GCC has been abundantly blessed throughout.   

      The timing of our merger was providential.  The cooperation, unity, and goodwill in merging 

was God-anointed.  The commitment of members to continue giving and serving with no lapse has 

been remarkable.  And the ‘phase-in’ of Sunday morning, Sunday evening, and Wednesday evening 

services continues to be filled with spiritual growth and vitality.  The entire year is filled with 

confirmation of God’s work in our midst.   

      An old 1897 Johnson Oatman hymn exhorts, “Count your many blessings, name them one by 

one; Count your many blessings, see what God has done.”  When we do that at GCC, we find 

ourselves on the holy ground of God’s presence.  He has been with us, worked through us, and 

provided for us.  Our humble regard for and responsiveness to the same leads to the consideration of 

faithful stewardship.  Paul says in I Corinthians 4:2, “It is required of stewards that one be found 

faithful.”  With so much entrusted to us, we have the great responsibility to maximize our potential 

for the Kingdom.   

 As we continue GROWING IN GRACE together, “Harvest Home” thoughts echo with the 

words of Jesus:  “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few” (Mt. 9:37).  Laboring for the 

Kingdom’s harvest is the highest calling of life.  Moreover, being included in the harvest is the 

richest blessing of life.  Thus, may our church be filled; may our lives be fruitful; and may the 

season resonate with the harvest refrain…. “All is safely gathered in, ere’ the winter storms begin; 

Lord of harvest grant that we, wholesome grain and pure may be” (Henry Alford, 1870). 
            

             Blessings,  

                    Ed   
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