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GROWING IN GRACE 
Re: “Grace Christian Church” 

 

 Welcome to the first edition of GraceNotes, the monthly newsletter of GRACE CHRIS-
TIAN CHURCH.  Say what?  Say who?  I know; you’re used to receiving either the Covenant 
Chronicle from Grace Covenant Church  or the Oakleaf from Oakwood Forest Christian 
Church.  So, what’s up? 
 Here’s the backstory… After a season of earnest prayer, discerning consideration, and 
confirming providence,  Grace Covenant Church and Oakwood Forest Christian Church ex-
pressed their desire by congregational votes on Sunday, October 27th to merge.  The re-
sult?....GRACE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 
 It is seemingly a “marriage made in  heaven.”  Both congregations already had a two-
year tenure of cooperative programming  through Wednesday S..A.L. T. Bible Studies and spe-
cial joint-services for holidays and other occasions.  Moreover, the reality check of finances, 
staff, and resource needs made it abundantly clear that a merger was consistent with Chris-
tian wisdom, prudence, stewardship, and vision.  In addition, the opportunity to maximize 
potential for the Kingdom literally “knocked on our doors” with providential timing. 
 So here we are, as they say, “off and running”, or as the Bible says, “running the race 
that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.” (Heb. 
12:1b—2a).   Indeed, it is imperative to have our “eyes fixed on Jesus”, for He is the Lord of 
the Church.  As we are reminded in Revelation 1:12-13, “He walks among the lampstands”.  
Throughout the merger process, it has become abundantly clear that He intends for the 
Grace Christian Church lamp to be lit.  And that gets us back to GraceNotes…. 
 GraceNotes is dedicated as an outreach tool for sharing the light of God’s grace re-
vealed in Jesus Christ and now shining forth from the lampstand known as Grace Christian 
Church.  So welcome and please know you are invited to join us as we prayerfully pursue 
“GROWING IN GRACE”…. O, and that’s the name of my monthly column—”Growing in Grace”.  
Let’s do it together beginning on Sunday, November 24th at 11 a.m.  Hope to see you then. 
       Blessings, 

       Ed 



Catered 

Fellowship Meal 

___________________________ 

November 24th 

Sunday—12 noon 

Annual Senior Appreciation 

Luncheon 

Sponsored by Adelphai Circle 

__________________________ 

November 3rd  

Sunday, 12 noon 

Monthly Lunch Fellowship  

at Golden Corral 

____________________________ 

November 4th 

Monday—11:30 a.m. 

Thanks-Living Service 

w/ Kay Hall 

___________________________ 

November 24th 

Sunday—6 p.m. 

ADVENT / CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

  Grace Christian Church will commence celebration of the Christmas season with 

the annual ADVENT CELEBRATION SERVICE on Sunday, December 1st at 6 p.m.  The service 

will include the traditional “Hanging of the Greens” worship themes of “Preparing our Hearts”, 

“Preparing Our Halls”, and “Proclaiming the Season”.  Special music will be provided by vocal-

ist John Powers (Minister of Music at Kingsley United Methodist Church).  In addition, the ser-

vice begins a season-long procession of candle lightings for the Advent Wreath.  These include 

“The Candle of Our Preparation”, “The Candle of Our Proclamation”, “The Candle of Our Purifi-

cation”, “The Candle of His Presence”, and “The Christ Candle”. 

 This year’s CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be on Tuesday, December 24th at 8 p.m.  In-

cluded in this service will be devotional thoughts, communion (at the table), special music, 

and candle lighting. 

 The Christmas season will also include a 4-part series of Sunday morning sermons enti-

tled “The 4 C’s of Christmas”.  The sermon schedule is as follows: 

  Dec. 1st —”The Christ” (Luke 2:8-11) 

  Dec. 8th —”The Cradle” (Luke 2:1-12) 

  Dec. 15th—”The Crown” (Matthew 2:1-3, 9-11) 

  Dec. 22nd—”The Cross” (Matthew 1:18-21 / Luke 2:8-11 / Luke 2:25-35) 

 Everyone is encouraged to share the joy and jubilation of celebrating the miracle of our 

Lord and Savior’s birth.  



CHRISTMAS SERVICE & OUTREACH 

 Grace Christian Church will be involved in 3 service and outreach opportunities during 

the Christmas season.  They are as follows: 

1) Grace Christian Church is providing 1,000 bars of soap to the SULLIVAN COUNTY JAIL MIN-

ISTRY for inmate Christmas bags.  Soap donations are due at the church by Sunday, De-

cember 8th. 

2) On Sunday, December 22nd, there will be a HOPE HAVEN CHRISTMAS PARTY sponsored 

by Adelphai Circle.  The congregation is invited to participate in gift-giving by providing 

shirts (sizes will be available in December) and/or socks. 

3) On Sunday, December 22nd will be the ROLLER-RUSS HOUSE OUTREACH beginning at 5 

p.m.  Roller-Russ will be sending wish lists from the residents. 

 Thanks to everyone for helping to share the love of Christ through Christian outreach.  

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY 
 

‘Twas the Night of Jesus’ Birth” 

December 15th 

Sunday—6 p.m. 

[Play practice begins Nov. 17th  

during Children’s Church] 

________________________________ 

Following the play…. 

ALL-CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

Everyone is invited to come and share 

fun, fellowship, and ‘finger-foods’! 

Song of Joy 
Christmas Cantata 

at Grace Christian Church 

Presented by Indian Springs Christian Church 

December 8th 

Sunday—6 p.m. 

GEMS OF WISDOM  

FROM OUR FOREBEARS 

Thanksgiving Day 
 

“Brave and high-souled Pilgrims, 
You who knew no fears, 

How your words of thankfulness 
Go ringing down the years. 

May we follow after, 
Like you work and pray 

And with hearts of thankfulness 
Keep Thanksgiving Day.” 

[by Annett Wynne— 
in Our Holidays In Poetry, 1950] 

• Nov. 7 [Thurs.] - Elders Meeting, 7 p.m. 

• Nov. 12 [Tues] - Board Meeting, 7 p.m. 

________________________________ 

• Nov. 12 [Tues] - Dorcas Circle, 10 a.m. 

• Nov. 12 [Thurs] - Adelphai Circle, 6 p.m. 



 

 If  you want to attend the Tennessee Christian Teen Convention in Gatlinburg, 

January 10-12, please contact Josh Lawson now and sign up.  If you’re already 

signed up and participating in the easy-payment plan, your second $40 payment is 

due by the end of October.  TCTC can be one of the biggest, best weekends of your 

life! 


