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GROWING IN GRACE 

“ SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL:  MILESONE OR MILLSTONE?”  
 
       JULY 4, 2021…America’s 245 birthday and counting.  Counting toward what?  July 4, 2026.  In 
only five years America will celebrate a quarter millennium.  That’s ‘semiquincentennial’ for short, 
or maybe it’s not so short.  In any case, it is an exceedingly important milestone and one that must 
not be casually regarded. 
      Two hundred and fifty years is a long time, yet America is far from being the oldest nation on 
earth.  That distinction belongs to the very tiny country of San Marino, founded September 3, 301 
B.C.  According to Skamps.com, America is the 44th oldest nation.  But what truly distinguishes 
America is its enduring commitment to the mission of not only “making men free in America, but 
free everywhere” (Williams, 1953:97).  To use the 1831 label of Alexis de Tocqueville, that 
commitment is “exceptional” – hence the phrase “American exceptionalism.” 
     The Cancel Culture climate of 2020 – 2021 issues forth with intense pushback against the 
‘exceptional’ descriptor, charging that it is an ignoble and despicable cover-phrase for past and 
present sins.  Such pushback represents a tragically uninformed or misinformed interpretation of 
American history.  Moreover, it expresses a sullen ideology that blinds minds and hardens hearts to 
all that ‘exceptional’ has meant and can mean.  That meaning includes not only ‘exceptional 
commitment’ but also ‘exceptional opportunity’ – yes, God-given opportunity.     
     If ‘exceptional,’ understood in those terms, were not ‘writ large’ in our national history and 
conspicuously displayed on the current world stage, then why is America’s southern border 
controversy an ‘immigration’ problem rather than an ‘emigration’ problem?  In fact, ‘emigration’ is 
so small that the U.S. does not keep official records.  In contrast, ‘immigration’ is so large that 
keeping official records, at least accurate ones, is a herculean task that is challenging even when 
proper border controls are in place.   
     There is no other reasonable explanation for this scenario except ‘exception’ (pun intended) – to 
be specific ‘exceptional opportunity.’  That is the American distinction, that is the American 
attraction, and that is the American blessing; therefore, immigrants continue to come. Those who 
refuse to accept ‘exception’ (another pun intended) in that sense risk voiding their lives of the 
humility and gratitude that ought to characterize those who have been afforded measures of 
opportunity that much, perhaps most, of the world can only dream of.  Thus America’s greatest need 
in these next five years toward a semiquincentennial is a ‘reset’ of national regard for the God of our 
Fathers.  Not too many years ago, such a ‘reset’ was called ‘revival.’    
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 Continuing on the present course of squandering ‘exception’ by denying God as its source or 
refusing its stewardship responsibility will assuredly lead to the national tragedy of 2026 being a 
wretched millstone instead of a blessed milestone.  The test of a nation’s character and integrity is 
how it regards and responds to blessings bestowed.  God help that America pass the test. 
 As we and churches everywhere continue GROWING IN GRACE, let us give voice to God’s 
terms of revival in the land as expressed in II Chronicles 7:14: 
 
 “If my people who are called by My Name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and 
 turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from Heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal 
 their land.” 
 
May July 4, 2021 be recorded in history as the ‘exceptional moment’ when an ‘exceptional nation’ 
seized the ‘exceptional opportunity’ to prepare for the ‘exceptional arrival’ of an ‘exceptional 
milestone’ - its semiquincentennial.   
 
           Exceptionally, 
            Ed 
 
Harry T. Williams in Mississippi Valley Historical Review, 1953, Vol. 40. No. 1, p. 97.



 


