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GROWING IN GRACE 

“2021 And The Times Ahead”  
 
       2021….Can you believe it – the beginning of the third decade of the new millennium?  It seems 
like only yesterday that ‘Y2K buzz’ dominated the conversation.  Now it’s old news – 20 year old 
news to be specific.  In journalistic terms it’s ancient news.  So how will 2020 be remembered in 
2040?  Many will say, “That was the ‘Year of COVID’.”  No doubt some will say, “What’s 
COVID?”  To those who remember, it will seem like only yesterday.     
      Indeed the experience of passing time is an odyssey.  ‘Ancient’ and ‘recent’ can seem to 
describe the same event in our remembrance.  And, ironically, with increasing age that perception is 
magnified.  When we’ve been in Heaven’s eternity for an eon or two, perhaps everything in this 
world and our lives in it, from beginning to end, will register as a single whisping moment.  The 
important consideration is what will be the summary of our moment in time.  Will it be God-
honoring and Christ-exalting, or self-serving and world-pleasing? 
 The time to make that determination is now.  As John Thrusher wrote in 1562:  “There’s no 
time like the present; a thousand unforeseen circumstances may interrupt you at a future time.”  
COVID is an example of one of those interruptions all through 2020.  Of course, everyone is well- 
served to remember that the ultimate and, for Christians, welcome interruption will be the end of 
time, followed by the beginning of eternity.  Moreover, at an individual level eternity is always as 
close as the next breath.  It was that realization that caused Edna St. Vincent Millay in her 1912 
poem “Renascence” to cry out:  “Ah, awful weight infinity; pressed down upon the finite me!” 
 Indeed the imminence of eternity bears a clarion call for ‘urgent living’, not to be confused 
with ‘frenzied living’.  ‘Frenzied living’ is out of control, haphazard, and chaotic; it lacks 
discernment, insight, and priority.  ‘Urgent living’ is orderly, prioritized, and proactive; it 
distinguishes the important from the trivial.  The difference between the two styles of living is not 
so much about pace but preparation. 
 Living 2021 ‘prepared’ is of utmost importance.  But prepared for what?  How does one live 
prepared when the future is uncertain?  There’s only one way – that is to face the future with Him 
who know the future; yes, with Him who determined it.  It is well said, “We know not what the 
future holds, but we know Him who holds the future.”  The One we know, of course, is our Lord 
God Almighty whom the Bible says “declares the end from the beginning” (Is 46:10).  It was faith 
in Him that settled David’s soul in a time of distress and uncertainty.  As he said, “As for me, I trust 
in You, O Lord.  I say, ‘You are my God; MY TIMES ARE IN YOUR HAND’.” (Ps. 31:14-15) 
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 As we continue GROWING IN GRACE together in 2021, let us be reminded that the year has 
already been secured by God’s sovereignty.  Life and the times of life are hemmed and hedged by 
His graces and mercies.  He never calls us to without leading us through.  He never prepares a path 
for which His providence does not supply.  And He never points a way on which He does not lead.  
There is no promise that 2021 will be easier than 2020.  There is a promise that 2021 will not 
exceed the reach or grip of God’s grace.  That promise is beautifully enshrined in the words of 
Annie Johnson Flint’s well-known 1918 poem of comfort and peace: 
 

“God hath not promised skies always blue; 
Flower-strewn pathways all our lives through. 

 
God hath not promised sun without rain; 
Joy without sorrow, peace without pain. 

 
But God hath promised strength for the day; 

Rest for the labor, light for the way. 
 

Grace for the trials, help from above; 
Unfailing sympathy, undying love. 

 
May one and all be assured that 2021 and all the times ahead are “in His hand.”  

 
            Blessings, 
 
             Ed 
 



 


