
 

       

 
 

 
A Monthly Newsletter of Grace Christian Church 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROWING IN GRACE 

“It’s A Sign!”  

 

     “It’s a sign!”. . . . actually three signs, to be specific.  Of course, we’re talking about our new 

church signs emblazoned GRACE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.  They have now been installed – one on 

Eastman Road, one on East Sevier, and one on the building.  It’s a new name with the same claim:  

“Jesus Is Lord.”  He is Lord of the Church, the whole Church, and each Church.  Yes, He is Lord of 

Grace Christian Church.   

     Speaking of Lordship, Jesus is also Lord over the coronavirus.  However widespread it becomes, 

it will remain subject to His sovereign will.  Christ reigns absolutely and He absolutely reigns.  And 

it is because He reigns that, in one way or another, He will use the COVID-19 epidemic to serve His 

will.  In an April 19, 2020 on-line article, CBN writer Dale Partridge commented,  “God is using the 

coronavirus to do much more than teach us how to livestream sermons to the internet for a few 

weeks.  He is purifying His Church, growing His Church, and possibly initiating a new cultural era 

for His Church. . . The Lord is using ‘divine disruption’ as a tool to cleanse and reorient His 

people.” 

     It is that term “divine disruption” that is noteworthy.  When life is disrupted it is usually 

unexpected, unwelcomed, and unprepared for.  And yet, as subject to God’s will, the disruption 

brings heaven-sent opportunities for spiritual growth that might not otherwise be available.  What is 

most important is that we search out, seek for, and seize upon whatever those opportunities happen 

to be.  They will certainly lead us outside of our comfort zone, but they will most assuredly bear the 

fruit of Christlikeness in our lives and in our church.  And that’s how we know that the disruption 

that started it all was ‘divine.’ 

     Whatever makes us more like Jesus is a ‘God-send’ to our lives.  Indeed His eternal pleasure is 

that we are “conformed to the image of His Son” (Rom. 8:29b).  In that sense “divine disruptions” 

are pure grace, which gets us back to our new church sign – GRACE CHRISTIAN CHURCH.  

GRACE denotes how we are saved; CHRISTIAN denotes who we follow; and CHURCH denotes 

what we are.  The signs themselves locate where we are – at the corner of East Sevier and Eastman 

Road. 

     As we continue GROWING IN GRACE, let us remember that the most important sign of all is 

each of us pointing to Jesus.  Individually and congregationally we live to serve Him.  In His service 

we are commissioned to be a ‘signpost’ always pointing Christward.  As Paul exhorts, we are to be 

found “always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may be 

manifested in our body” (II Cor. 4:10).  Indeed, Christlikeness is the most compelling witness by 

which the world comes to know Jesus.  May God grant that many would see, hear, and experience 

Him in us saying, “It’s a sign!”        
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