
 following 9/11.  On Sunday, September 16, 2001, churches all over America soared in attendance.  Grace 
Christian Church was packed.  The sanctuary was full.  At the hymn of commitment every person in the sanctu-
ary proceeded forward, formed a large circle, and prayed.  It was a prayerful response to a tearful reality. 
     Many of the realities of 2021 are tearful.  In addition to the crises in Afghanistan, Haiti, and the Gulf Coast, 
COVID-19 is once again on the rise.  And it is such realities that so often prompt the folded-hand, bowed-head, 
and bent-knee response of prayer.  The wonderfully awesome discovery is that prayer becomes the response 
that turns weakness into strength.  Indeed it is the moment when weakness is strength.  Prayer is not a gesture 
of last resort.  To the contrary, it is our first and primary resource.  That is why Scripture urges prayer as a 
means of endurance, perseverance, and steadfastness: 
  “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit” (Eph. 6:18); 
  “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with   
   thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God” (Phil. 4:6); 
  “Devote yourselves to prayer” (Col. 4:2). 
 
      As we continue GROWING IN GRACE together, let us be reminded of the enduring truth – “The battle is 
won at prayer.”  That’s what William Walford discovered by the testimony of his classic 1845 hymn:   
  “In seasons of distress and grief, My soul has often found relief. 
  And oft’ escaped the tempter’s snare, By thy return SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER.” 
 
        Remembering 2001, living in 2021, and for all the times ahead, may every tearful reality compel a prayer-
ful response. 
           prayerFULLY, 

           Ed  

 

Sacred Harmony will be  

in concert  

for our Morning Worship Service 

Sunday, September 19th  

at 11 am. 
 

Grace Christian Church 

1713 East Sevier Avenue 

Kingsport, TN  37664 



 

 
ELDERS & DEACONS... 

*There will be no Elders Meeting* and no Board Meeting in September.   

October meeting will be changed due to Preaching Mission. 

Elders’ Meeting  

October 5th (tentatively) 

Tuesday—6:00 p.m. 

Board Meeting  

October 5th (tentatively) 

   Tuesday—6:30 p.m.  

[Both Meetings at the American Way Campus] 

Dorcas Circle 

September 14th 

Thursday—10:30 a.m.. 

*BUTTERBEAN AUCTION* 
 

Tuesday, September 21st at 1 p.m. 
_____________________________ 

 

Everyone is invited to join in the fun and fellowship! 
For more information contact Lisa Darnell at (423) 782-0963. 

Adephai Circle 

September 9th  

Thursday— 6 p.m. 

[All Ladies Invited!] 

LADIES’ CIRCLES... 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE 
 

 Christian education at GCC continues to be an important area of emphasis.  For children, the Sunday 

and Wednesday evening ‘Grace Cadets’ program at 6 pm is led by Elizabeth Winegar, Children’s Director.  

For youth (teenagers), the Sunday and Wednesday evening ‘Root 2:7’ program at 6 pm is led by Josh Lawson, 

Youth Minister. 

 On Sunday mornings, worship services at 11 am are preceded by Sunday School at 10 am.  The adult 

class taught by Carolyn Phillips meets in the fellowship hall.  The Christian Education Committee led by 

Thad Noto is sponsoring the annual ‘Hullabaloo’ Walk-Thru / Drive Thru Event on Sunday, October 31st. 

[See promo for more info.]  It is designed to generate youth (and parent) interest in GCC via treat bags that 

include promo material. 

 During the morning worship service, GCC offers a Children’s Church option that is led weekly by 

Elizabeth.  This program offers children the opportunity to learn about Jesus in a context that includes lessons, 

crafts, music, and lots of fun. 
  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

  For more information about Christian education at GCC you may contact the following: 

 -Thad Noto [Chr. Ed. Chair]                          —      (423) 306-3866  thadnoto@yahoo.com 

 -Josh Lawson  [Youth Minister]                    —      (423) 429-6930  Josh.April@gracechristiankingsport.com 

 -Elizabeth Winegar  [Children’s Director]    —      (423) 967-7366  winegarelizabeth@gmail.com 

CADETS’ CORNER 
  

 Grace Cadets are continuing their series on Bible 

characters.  On the third Wednesday, the children are in-

vited to tell about their favorite Bible characters. 

ROOT 2:7 YOUTH 
 

 TCTC is slated for January 7-9 in 

Gatlinburg.  First TCTC deposit ($65) is 

due by September 14th and second ($75) 

by mid-October.  See Josh Lawson for info. 



MISSIONS UPDATE 
 

 The GCC missions program continues to support 13 missions.  Monthly support is extended to 5 missions 

and rotating support to 8.  In addition the following outreach ministries are continuing: 

• Ballad HV “Hospitality Snack Cart Collection” (Snacks are delivered monthly by Kay Cook and Patty Turner); 

• GNJPM “Bars of Soap Collection” for the Sullivan County Jail Ministry (Our 2021 goal has been met!); 

• AJS “Clorox / Lysol Wipes Collection” (NOTE: The collection for the 2020-2021 school year was completed 

in May.  The collection will resume in the fall on an as-needed basis.  Robert Thompson has been delivering 

the wipes to the school since last September.); 

• Last Sunday “After-Church Lunches” for Hope Haven residents (Lunch hostings rotate monthly per sign-up). 

• Another mission emphasis for September is the “Fill the Pew” project sponsored by the Adelphai Circle.     

Everyone is invited to contribute as per the items listed in the promo below: 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

*MISSIONS QUOTE* 

 

“The history of missions is a colorful history of ‘unlikely heroes’, characterized by obedience                      

rather than  ability.” 

[by Stephen GauKroger, 1996—from Why Bother With Mission?] 

The Hope House Center for Women,  

located at 1567 N. Eastman Road, Suite 1,  

in Kingsport,  

provides walk-in services for expectant and                                                                    

new mothers who find themselves in crisis situations.  

 

 
Adelphai Circle of Grace Christian Church  

Is sponsoring “Fill the Pew”  

for items for Hope House: 
 

 Diapers (low sizes, size 5, size 6) 

 Pull-Ups (all sizes) 

 Baby Wash 

 Baby Shampoo 

 Formula (Similac Alimentum) 

 

 Your donations will offer support  

 to women who have  

 chosen life for their babies.  

 



 

“NO WAY BUT UP!” 
Fall Preaching Mission 

 

October 10-13, 2021 
Sunday – Wednesday 
6 p.m. each evening 

 

 
   DATE   HOST   PREACHER   SPECIAL MUSIC 

   Oct. 10 [Sun.]  First Christian  Mike Beverly   Grace Chr. / 1st Chr. 

   Oct. 11 [Mon.]  Morrison City  Phip Sams   Indian Springs 

   Oct. 12 [Tues.]             LifeBridge  Ed Clevinger   Morrison City 

   Oct. 13 [Wed.]  Grace Christian Bob Underwood  LifeBridge 
 

 
   DATE    SERMON     PREACHER 

   Oct. 10 [Sun.]   “Mount Up” (Is. 40:31)   Mike Beverly 

   Oct. 11 [Mon.]   “Lifted Up” (John 12:32)   Phip Sams 

   Oct. 12 [Tues.]              “Look Up” (Lk. 21:28)   Ed Clevinger 

   Oct. 13 [Wed.]   “Raised Up” (Eph 2:5-6)   Bob Underwood 

                “Called Up” (Phil 3:14) 

PREACHING MISSION SCHEDULE 

PREACHING MISSION SERMONS 

GEMS OF WISDOM FROM OUR FOREBEARS 
 

 “God cares for His children and is concerned with the most minute details of their lives.  He is inter-

ested in things that we frequently consider too insignificant for Him to notice.  But He knows how these so-

called ‘little things’ often influence important events and lead to serious consequences. His infinite knowledge 

and care extend even to the hairs of our head—indeed, each of them is numbered (Lk. 12:7).  We may then be 

confident that His all-wise providence is continually working out everything for our eternal good (Rom. 

8:28)” 

[by Henry G. Bosch, 1915—1995; from Rainbows For God’s Children In The Storm, 1981, p. 125]  

FISH FRY 
September 29th 

Wednesday—6 pm 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

The sign-up sheet for food, dessert, and drink items is in the fellowship hall. 

_________________________________________________________ 

Everyone Invited! 

Bring Family, Friends, and Neighbors  

to enjoy the delicious fish caught and prepared by Wayne Darnell & crew! 



graceFULLY-noted 
 

• Thanks to the worship leaders for the month of August.  Those include MAKAYLAH GARNER (Aug. 1), HENRY 

FUNKHOUSER (Aug. 8), JENNIFER STARNES (Aug. 15), ELIZABETH WINEGAR (Aug. 22), and KAY 

COOK (Aug. 29).  Participants for this ministry role are so much appreciated as they help us focus, fasten, and fix 

our thoughts to begin worship. 

• Thanks to our GCC PRAISE TEAM for continuing to set the tone and capture the mood of worship through the 

ministry of music.  The Praise Team Leaders, consisting of VICKI CLEVINGER, LILY WISE, PATTY TURNER, 

and KAY COOK, work hard during the week to select and organize music for practices.  Practices every Sunday 

evening bear the fruit of most excellent special music week after week.  Special music for August included “Lord 

of All to Me” w/ the trio of Vicki Clevinger, Julie Davenport, and Patty Turner (Aug. 1), “He Knows My 

Name” (Aug. 8), “I Will Sing of My Redeemer” (Aug. 15), “There Is a Fountain” (Aug. 22), and “How Deep the 

Father’s Love” (Aug. 29). 

• Thanks to the ‘SALT BIBLE STUDY CREW’ for assisting the Membership Development Committee on Wednes-

day, August 4th, to set up for the “Bring Your Pals to Pal’s” Catered-Lunch.  With so many hands it took just a few 

minutes. Also, thanks to EVERYONE for bringing the extra sides for the lunch and for staying late to clean up . It 

was a wonderful occasion filled with lots of fellowship around the tables. 

• Thanks to TONY TIPTON for subbing as the “Butterbean Auctioneer” on Tuesday, August 17th.  Thanks to LISA 

DARNELL for organizing and planning to keep the fun going. 

• Prayers of condolence are extended for the FAMILY OF CHERYL ROSE. Cheryl passed away on Saturday, Au-

gust 21st in Pulaski, TN.  Cheryl was the grandmother of Cole Garner.  May comfort and peace fill the lives of 

Cole’s entire family during this difficult time. 

• Prayers of condolence are extended for the FAMILY OF LEE “BUDDY” RIGSBY.  Lee passed away on Monday, 

August 16th in Church Hill, TN.  He was 80.  Lee was the husband of Phyllis Rigsby and the father of Shannan 

Rigsby and Lynn Aldridge.  May comfort and peace fill the lives of Phyllis, Shannan, and Lynn’s entire family. 

• Thanks to BOBBY & KAY COOK and PATTY TURNER for hosting the Hope Haven residents for lunch on Sun-

day, August 29th.  All the preparations and service are so much appreciated.  Their extension of Christian love and 

hospitality were exemplary.  In addition, thanks to BOBBY COOK for generously providing transportation for the 

residents and various others week after week. 

• Thanks to WAYNE DARNELL and TONY TIPTON for all their lawn care work to keep both church campuses 

maintained.  Mowing, trimming, and pruning continue 7 to 8 months of the year.  Much appreciation to Wayne and 

Tony for their willingness to work so hard every week throughout the entire growing season.  Be sure to extend 

your thanks personally. 

• Thanks to GARY BEVERLY for his continued work painting the interior of the Oakdale House.  Moreover, Gary 

has spent the summer planning and scheduling contractor work at both campuses.  Most recently that work includes 

the sealing of our East Sevier Campus parking lot.  It looks great, rides smooth, and provides an upgraded look to 

our property.  Additional work is still pending on the roof and sanctuary spot lights.  Tending to all these projects is 

very time-consuming and Gary has graciously devoted and donated the equivalent of 40-hr. work weeks plus over-

time to get them done.  Thanks without end. 

• Thanks to BRENT FLORES for most graciously applying his craftsmanship to repair the podium that is as old as 

the church.  It’s good for another 60+ years.  Much appreciation to Brent. 

• Thanks to the Sun. AM “SUPPORT CREW” for working hard to maximize the quality of our worship services.  

KITTY BEVERLY keeps us ‘PowerPointed’, JOSH LAWSON keeps us ‘audio-ed’, VICKI CLEVINGER keeps 

us ‘videoed’, and THAD NOTO keeps us ‘updated’ for the website.  Much appreciation to these four servants. 

• Thanks to ETHEL BUSICK for faithfully persevering as our Outreach Assistant as she continues recovering from 

weeks and months of medical procedures. 

• Thanks to ONE AND ALL for volunteering to get all the “nuts and bolts” needs of the church met.  A picking up 

here, a cleaning up there, a donation to this, an errand for that, a preparation for tomorrow, a clean-up from yester-

day, etc.  All of these contributions are happening all the time and all of them are so much appreciated.  


