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GROWING IN GRACE 

“Grace To Persevere”  

 

       As we begin July, the seventh month of the year, half of 2020 is over.  What a year it has been 

thus far.  Who could have imagined at New Year’s that in the next six months there would be a 

global pandemic, an economic downturn, a massive disruption of social connection, great national 

upheaval, and severe cultural calamity?  No one, but God.  He already knew.   

      We reminded ourselves in January:  “We know not what the future holds, but we know who 

holds the future.”  That is precisely why we can now revisit our ‘church merger’ to conclude, “The 

Lord put GCC and OFCC together as Grace Christian Church before all this happened; He knew we 

were and are stronger together.”  The events since March redouble our retrospect for observing the 

great providential regard God has for His Church. 

      The Lord is always at work among His people to accomplish things today that are needful for 

tomorrow.  To witness the same in such a short timeframe is a great faith-builder.  Indeed our 

individual lives and our congregational life are faith biographies being continually written until the 

Lord returns.  The storylines therein progressively reveal the presence of God in the midst, always 

extending grace, mercy, love, and compassion.  And all along the way it is important that we 

humbly acknowledge these blessings, gratefully praise His holy name, and steadfastly endeavor to 

do His will.   

      As for the times ahead, we persevere by the sustaining power of faith.  And we also increase the 

sustaining power of faith by perseverance.  James 1:2b says, “You know that the testing of your faith 

develops perseverance, and perseverance must finish its work in order for you to be mature and 

complete.”  In all that has happened or will happen in 2020, the ‘faithperseverancefaith 

perseverance experience’ yields a net increase of spiritual growth for those willing to receive it.  

And the greatest and most glorious part of it all is to know that behind and within the experience, 

there is the ‘enabling grace’ of God committed to finishing what He started.  That is what inspired 

Paul with conviction to say, “I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in 

you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6). 

      As we continue GROWING IN GRACE, let us be assured there is also grace for growing.  Trust 

in the same creates and sustains perseverance.  The Christian life is not so much a sprint as it is a 

marathon.  Marathons have start lines, finish lines, and lots of ups and downs in between.  So it is 

with the course on which we proceed.  And, by God’s grace, proceed we do, for “the God of grace is 

persevering with us” (Thomas Tarrants – in Knowing and Doing, Fall 2015, p. 6). 

                       

            Onward, 

                    Ed                         
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