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GROWING IN GRACE 

“Real Love”  

 

       February’s calendar once again visits our sentiments with the heart-throbbing virtue of love.  

Every year on February 14th, Valentine’s Day purchases in America total over $4 billion on 

candy, cards, jewelry, and flowers.  It’s an impressive statistic, to be sure, and one 

accomplished in the name of love.     

      Yet love as a virtue transcends monetary value.  Its priceless power to heal the hurt, bind the 

broken, strengthen the weak, welcome the outcast, disarm the hostile, calm the angst, and 

console the despondent cannot be bought or sold.  Love is free but never cheap.  And every true 

love story bears witness that, indeed, “the greatest is love” (I Cor. 13:13).   

 It has been said that John 3:16 is the greatest love story ever told.  To prove it, one 

anonymous preacher did a ‘micro-exegesis’ of that one verse and explained it like this:   

   “For GOD (the greatest lover)…. 

   SO LOVED (the greatest virtue)….. 

   THE WORLD (the greatest scope)…. 

   THAT HE GAVE (the greatest act)…. 

   HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON (the greatest gift)….. 

   THAT WHOSOEVER (the greatest invitation)…. 

   BELIEVETH (the greatest simplicity)…. 

   IN HIM (the greatest person)….. 

   SHOULD NOT PERISH (the greatest deliverance)….. 

   BUT (the greatest difference)….. 

   HAVE (the greatest certainty)….. 

   EVERLASTING LIFE (the greatest possession).” 

 As we continue GROWING IN GRACE together let us be reminded that the hallmark of 

‘real love’ as per John 3:16 is not money spent, but blood shed.  Jesus gave all that we might 

have all.  He is the eternal standard of love’s greatest sacrifice.  So when we purchase our 

candies, cards, jewelry, and flowers for Valentine’s Day, may we be sensitized by an awareness 

that $-$-$’s, X-X-X’s, and O-O-O’s do not compare to the  of Him whose Valentine to the 

world was written in the red of His “precious blood” (I Peter 1:19).  May more of ours be 

signed, sealed, and delivered in the inspiration of His selfless sacrifice.   
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