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GROWING IN GRACE 

“Virtual or Actual?”  

 

       “How was your summer?”  It’s a commonly asked question in September.  Of course, 

technically, summer is not over until September 22nd, which is the first day of fall.  But for most 

people Labor Day – the first Monday in September – is considered the end of summer.  After that 

schedules return to “the old grind.”  This year is different, however.  Summer 2020 is one of the 

most unusual summers on record.  COVID-19 saw to that.  At Grace Christian Church, summer 

brought a resumption of worship services following a 7-week disruption of our schedule in the 

spring.  As of September we are continuing services on Sunday morning, Sunday evening, and 

Wednesday evening – with extra precautions.     

      Interestingly, when all the shutdowns began in March and April, only “essential businesses” 

were deemed necessary to remain open.  Churches were excluded from the “essential” category.  

The trend was immediately countered by President Donald Trump who declared, “Houses of 

worship are essential places that provide essential services” (Christianity Today – March 22, 2020).  

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee stated, “Religious services are essential gatherings throughout the 

pandemic” (TN Office of the Gov. Newsroom – May 1, 2020).  Whether congregations decide(d) to 

be open or the individuals therein decide(d) to attend is one issue, but President Trump and 

Governor Lee were right to challenge the idea that churches would be categorized as “non-

essential.” 

      The “non-essential” label for churches reflects a low view of the necessary role faith and faith 

gatherings have in the lives of people at a ‘grassroots’ level.  It also demonstrates an overreach of 

the government into the religious lives of citizens.  Some have argued that “privatized personal 

spirituality” (Gospel Coalition – May 22, 2020) works just fine, so “virtual church” should be no 

problem.  To be sure, on-line church has its place, especially as an outreach tool for the shut-in and 

as an evangelistic tool to reach searching souls.  That does not mean, however, that “virtual” should 

be the standard operating procedure of the church.  “Virtual church” cannot and will not effectively, 

nor faithfully, substitute for real-time, real-place gathering.  It simply does not reflect the reality of 

God’s Kingdom, that is anything but “virtual.”   

      When Jesus taught us to pray “Thy Kingdom come; Thy Will be done on earth as it is in 

Heaven” (Mt.  6:10) the expectation is conveyed that the church will disclose, reveal, and clarify to 

the world a Kingdom that is “actual.”  “Virtual” is not “actual.”  In fact, it’s not even close to 

“actual” as per the Kingdom.  The reality of Heaven, salvation, and eternity for Christians is the  
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actual gathering in the actual presence of Jesus Christ forever.  The most faithful depiction of the 

same is enshrined in the church’s actual gathering.  No wonder Scripture instructs, “Forsake not the 

assembling of yourselves together” (Heb. 10:25). 

 As we continue GROWING IN GRACE, broadcast media will be used as a valuable outreach 

and evangelistic tool for the Church.  However, it will never be a comfortable replacement or 

satisfactory substitute for the gathered church.  “Non-essential” applies to lots of things, but church 

is not one of them.  For the times ahead, let us be reminded that the church – yes, Grace Christian 

Church – is at its best when assembled in real-time and real-place for praise and worship.  That is 

the standard operating procedure for being to the world a tangible, visible, audible, and experiential 

“foretaste of glory divine.” 
            

             “Actually,”  

                    Ed 

 

 

 

 
“COVID-19 MITIGATION UPDATE” ….. 
 
 We are now 6 months into “COVID-19 Mitigation.”  The nationwide effect on 
churches has been profound.  The GCC “phase-in” has been blessed with a healthy, safe, 
and fruitful resumption of Sunday morning, Sunday evening, and mid-week gatherings. 
 A special word of thanks to the entire GCC family.  Your on-going prayers, patience, 
unity, service, and diligent giving have been so faithful that I believe the ‘COVID disruption’ 
will ultimately be a springboard for the best of times yet to come.  Indeed, your faithfulness 
in these challenging weeks has been exemplary. 
 As you pray, please remember that there are those within GCC who are shut-in and 
largely cut-off from personal social contact.  There are those who have lost jobs.  There 
are those whose work/school schedules, caregiving responsibilities, needed healthcare, 
family lives, and financial means have been not only inconvenienced but severely 
impacted.  Moreover, during the stress of the epidemic, some have had the added stress 
of coping with family emergencies, sicknesses, surgeries, and deaths.  In every case the 
individuals and families in the GCC household of faith have been a living witness and 
testimony of the Biblical definition of “being the church.’   
 For the times ahead, we will keep you posted about our schedule of services and 
activities.  Of course, as always, you are invited to contact church staff and board 
members for more information, prayer requests, personal needs, or just to stay in touch.   
 Blessings to one and all. 
            In Christ, 
             Ed   


