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GROWING IN GRACE 

“HARVEST HOME”  

 

“To hug the wealth ye cannot use, And lack the riches all may gain; 

O blind and wanting wit to choose, Who house the chaff and burn the grain!” 

 

      So writes William Watson (1858 – 1935) in his poem, “The Things That Are More Excellent.”  

It’s a commentary on this world’s reversal of values.  Our current culture majors in the same.  The 

‘chaff of life’ is chased and chosen, while the ‘grain of life’ is disregarded and discarded.  It 

happens when present wants are given priority over eternal needs.  And it is inevitable when a 

culture constantly feeds the flesh and starves the spirit.  The result is a dulling and diminishing of 

the discernment, wisdom, and insight needed to distinguish clearly between chaff and grain.  Then 

comes the tragedy – the chaff is harvested and the grain is burned!  What a tragic reversal! 

     In this October season of ‘in-gathering’ the harvest, farmers are busy filling barns, silos, cellars, 

and pantries with food for the winter.  It’s a season – yes, an opportunity – that the prudent dare not 

neglect.  Moreover, it’s a season that demands urgent and accurate separation of chaff and grain.  To 

expedite the same, John and Hiram Pitts invented the first automated threshing machine in 1837.  It 

was steam-powered, but it did the job.  As a result, the speed and precision of grain-chaff separation 

was revolutionized. 

     The world of 2021 needs a ‘spiritual threshing revolution’ – one that clarifies the distinction 

between worldly chaff and Kingdom grain; one that empowers the willingness to separate the two; 

yes, one that gathers the harvest in due season.  It’s a revolution that cannot afford procrastination or 

postponement without peril.  Indeed the prophet cried, “Harvest is past; summer is ended; and we 

are not saved” (Jeremiah 8:20).  

      As we continue GROWING IN GRACE together, let us be found as keepers of the real ‘Harvest 

Home Celebration.’  That is the Kingdom version in which the grain is gathered, the chaff is 

removed, and God is glorified.  Therein, may churches be filled, may lives be fruitful, and may the 

season arrive to hear the harvest refrain –  

 

“All is safely gathered in, Ere’ the winter storms begin; 

Lord of harvest grant that we, Wholesome grain and pure may be.” 
(Henry Alford, 1870)   
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